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National Farm Safety Week, 1992
By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The United States is no longer a primarily agrarian society, but we
Americans still rely on our farmers and ranchers as heavily as we did
more than 200 years ago. By helping to feed and to clothe millions of
workers and their families, members of the agricultural industry have
enabled this country to achieve the world's highest standards of health
and productivity. In today's expanding global economy, which is creat-
ing opportunities to market an ever-wider array of agricultural prod-
ucts and by-products, our farmers and ranchers have an increasingly
important role to play in promoting our Nation's competitiveness and
strength. Because we depend on these enterprising individuals for our
daily sustenance and for so much more, it is fitting that we set aside
a special week to promote their health and safety.
Thanks in large part to public awareness campaigns such as National
Farm Safety Week, we have made notable progress in our efforts to
protect the lives and health of America's agricultural workers. Accord-
ing to the National Safety Council, a private, nonprofit organization
that is dedicated to promoting public safety, the number of work-relat-
ed deaths among agricultural workers has dropped over the past 10
years from an average of 54 per 100,000 to 42 per 100,000. The Council
reports that nonoccupational accidents in rural areas have also de-
creased.
Despite such encouraging trends, however, far too many farmers and
ranchers continue to suffer from injuries and illnesses that could be
prevented. Improper and prolonged exposure to chemicals and envi-
ronmental elements is having a harmful effect on the health of many
agricultural workers and thus on their livelihood as well. Serious acci-
dents are often the cruel price of carelessness and haste. The costs in
human terms alone—which are far greater than the billions of dollars
in lost productivity and medical expenses—warrant a strengthened
commitment to improved safety measures and to healthier life-styles.
The solutions are relatively simple and inexpensive, and they begin
with the whole family. For example, farmers and ranchers can reduce
their risk of developing dermatitis, lung disease, hearing loss, and
other common occupational illnesses by wearing protective gloves, res-
pirators, and ear plugs when the job calls for it. Empty pesticide con-
tainers should be disposed of safely, and leftover chemicals should be
stored out of the reach of children. In addition to being given clear and
consistent examples of prudence and caution—be it at work, on the
road, or at play—youngsters should be taught the dangers of playing
on or near farm machinery. Children should also be encouraged to rec-
ognize health hazards such as dust, noise, toxic fumes, and extreme ex-
posure to the sun, and every member of every farm family should
know what to do in the event of an emergency. Only when injury and
illness prevention becomes a daily priority for all those who live and
work on our Nation's farms and ranches can we reap a full harvest of
better health and safety.

